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Farm Price Controversy 
Threatens Again 


The new Congress will have to deal with the fight 


to raise farm prices, begun in the present Congress. 


The ground has been laid by a proposed senatorial 
investigation of the administration of the price con- 
trol and anti-inflation acts as they relate to farm 
prices. 


New fuel was added to this fire when the ceiling 
was lifted on farm wages under $200 a month. Now 
the farmer wants to know how he is to pay increased 
wages when his prices are frozen. It is hinted that 
some subsidy by the federal government is in pros- 
pect, but farmers do not like the subsidy idea now, 
although they have supported the principle in one 
form or another over a period of years. If increased 
farm labor costs are added to the price of farm com- 
modities, it will be extremely difficult if not im- 
possible to ward off a drive to lift other wage ceil- 
ings to meet the increased cost of food. 


The farmer feels abused: farm machinery is diff- 
cult to get; gasoline is being rationed; and he has 
to go through what seems to be a lot of red tape to 
get permission to drive his truck; farm labor is 
scarce and wages are going up; and he is asked to 
produce more than ever before. On the other side is 
the fact that net farm income is reported to be at 
the highest level in history. 


Federal-State Issue 
Raised Anew 


The successful opponents of federal anti-poll tax 
legislation reversed themselves when they asked for 
Senate consideration of federal aid to education. 


One of the issues involved in each bill is the same 
—to what extent shall the federal government enter 
fields primarily the province of the states? The 


opponents of the anti-poll tax bill come principally 
from the Southern poll tax states; many of these 
same Senators are in favor of federal funds for edu- 


cation since their states are at the bottom of the 
scale in educational standards. Some of the cham- 
pions of the anti-poll tax bill come from states that 
would benefit little, if at all, from the federal funds 
made available under the terms of the bill, and are 
lukewarm, if not opposed, to the legislation. Others 
are opposed, regardless of the effect on their states, 
because they believe it means federal control over 
education. 


Another controversy loomed but was avoided by 
agreement not to take up the bill since it had no 
chance of consideration in the House during this 
Congress. 


This same issue will be raised if a proposal to 
make unemployment compensation a federal func- 
tion, rather than a cooperative federal-state one, is 
made in the next Congress. Indications are that op- 
position to this measure will be widespread, although 
sounder arguments can be made for federal respon- 
sibility here because of the administrative difficulties 
involved in a federal-state program and the fact that 
it deals with a nation-wide problem. 


Why Criticism of Rationing? 


Gasoline and fuel oil rationing has heightened 
public criticism of the entire rationing program. 


Rubber With nation-wide gasoline rationing go- 

ing into effect almost simultaneously with 
the application of fuel oil rationing, the public again 
became confused as to whether the purpose of gaso- 
line rationing is to conserve petroleum or rubber, 
or both. Reportedly, fuel oil is being rationed in 
30 states because of transportation difficulties. 


Hoarding The policy of announcing shortages 

far in advance of rationing the com- 
modity has led to wide scale hoarding, and the re- 
sulting empty shelves have annoyed many people. 


Administration, nationally and locally, is dif- 

fuse. The public has to go on 
a shopping trip to find out to what agency applica- 
tions and appeals should be made. The OPA, which 
bears the brunt of the public’s criticism, merely car- 


ries out many of the programs after they have been 
determined by other agencies. 

Inequities, resulting from varying decisions of the 
local boards, are being highlighted. Some local War 
Ration Boards are more generous than others in is- 
suing extra coupons for “canning” sugar and B and 
C gasoline ration cards, as are some local ODT offices 
in the amount of gasoline awarded to users of trucks. 


Appropriations are insufficient to staff and equip, 
adequately, the local offices, resulting in delays in 
carrying out the expanded program. In some cases, 
states and cities are contributing office space and 
personnel. 


Planning OES Director Byrnes has asked WPB 
Ahead to prepare a statement on minimum 

civilian needs. This may indicate that 
action in the future will be taken before serious 
shortages exist and may avoid the conflicting state- 
ments issued by various agencies involved in single 
programs, such as rubber. 


Whose Red Tape? 


The request of the President for authority to cut 
red tape that impedes the movement of people, goods, 
and information into and out of the United States 
is meeting stiff resistance in the Congress. Members 
fear that if the red tape is cut, safeguards against 
a flood of immigration, and of cheap goods from 
other countries will be destroyed. 


Dozens of illustrations of instances where the war 
effort has been slowed down by paper work were 
given to the House Ways and Means Committee by 
Administration officials. ‘These officials, pleading 
the urgency of the situation, agreed to any limita- 
tions on the delegation of power to the President 
that would not create new administrative difficulties. 


Immigration Air transport has led to difficulties 

with immigration regulations. 
People from the United Nations coming here by 
plane on war missions land at many different air 
fields. Frequently the pilots do not know where 
they are to land until after they are over this coun- 
try. These airports for the most part are not “ports 
of entry” where immigration officials are regularly 
stationed and our friends from the other countries 


are subjected to long delay waiting for inspectors 
to arrive. The question of war prisoners moving 
through this country to Canada causes trouble— 
should the head tax of $8 be paid for each? These 
are only a few of the many illustrations of delays 
that occur. 


Tariff Close cooperation with Canada in war pro- 

duction means that a considerable amount 
of war goods goes back and forth across the border. 
Those coming from Canada are subject to duties. 
The goods are for the government, so the payment 
of the duty only means taking money out of one 
pocket of the government and putting it into an- 
other. The difficulty of clearing the goods through 
customs offices delays delivery. 


Information The problem of information arises 

in connection with a variety of 
laws. Some of the representatives of the United 
Nations have brought confidential information into 
the country with them. They have not been willing 
to have such papers gone through by local immigra- 
tion or customs officials, since it was meant only for 
the eyes of responsible top officials. Giving infor- 
mation to these people about production processes, 
etc., sometimes runs counter to the espionage laws, 
even though it is to our immediate advantage to 
share this information. Public hearings are in process. 
The fate of the bill is uncertain, but its chances of 
passage during this Congress seem slight. 


To Re Watched 


The future unity of the United Nations and tend- 
encies toward imperialism or toward international 
cooperation will be affected by decisions made now 
on responsibilities in occupied countries. Such de- 
cisions cannot safely be left to hasty last moment 
consideration, or to the responsibility of any one of 
the United Nations alone. 


The North African victory indicates that the time 
is at hand to establish a United Nations policy and 


work out a long range plan for the administration 
of occupied areas. 


